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March 01, 2020 – 1st SUNDAY IN LENT (A) 
 

 

ST. MATTHEW PARISH AND MISSIONS 
 

Rocky Mountain House - St. Matthew Church 

Caroline - St. Joseph the Workman Church 

Evergreen - Jesuit Martyrs Church 

 

     

Evergreen - Jesuit Martyrs 

 

     
Caroline - St. Joseph Bulletin QR Code 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE SUNDAY ● Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 * Romans 5:12-19 * Matthew 4:1-11 

The season of Lent calls us to humility, to an honest understanding of who we are. Humility is not false modesty, but the awareness 

of who we are: Sons and daughters of God, created by God. Yet we, like Adam and Eve, are often tempted to think of ourselves 
as more than creatures, as in control of the world. May God give us the grace to allow him to be God.  In the first reading, 
the woman and her husband eat fruit from the tree of life, and realize they are naked. In the Letter to the Romans, Paul 
reassures us that God’s grace surpasses any of our sins. In the Gospel, the devil tempts Jesus while he is in the desert, but 
Jesus says to him, Get away, Satan! and the devil leaves him. 
 

 

 

 

May this journey of Lent help us to return to God and put him first in our lives and hearts. Today’s readings, as 

we begin the season of Lent, give us two special reminders that will help us on our journey: Who God is and who 

we are as human beings. ● The reading from Genesis presents our creation story: The Lord God formed us out 

of the clay of the ground, and animated us by breathing life into us. Without God, we simply would not exist. Yet 

from the very beginning, it has been hard for us as human beings to remember this basic fact. Like Adam and 

Eve, it is very easy for us to fall into the trap of wanting to be like God – wanting to be in charge of our lives and 

wanting to know good from evil. We certainly can go through our lives reacting to our problems and challenges 

as if we’re in charge of everything, and forget to rely on the wisdom and guidance of God. Perhaps, however, as 

we begin our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, our focus should be to remember to put God 

first in our lives, and to wrest out of our lives anything we want to put before God. ● Jesus gives us a masterful 

example of how to do just that in the Gospel, as he’s confronted with various temptations by the devil. For every 

temptation that Satan puts before him, Jesus counters with a reminder that God comes first. Tempted to make 

stones into bread after 40 days of fasting, Jesus notes that we live not only on bread, but on the word of God. 

Tempted to fall down and let God save him, he reminds the devil that he is not to put Got to the test. Finally, 

tempted with all the riches of the world if he only worships Satan, Jesus counters that God alone should be 

worshiped. Jesus gives us a clear model: In all temptations to hunger, power and wealth, we are to remember 

that God, our Creator, comes first. ● As we begin our own challenging journey of Lent, let us be assured by the 

words of Paul in today’s second reading. Although sin abounds in our world, God’s grace abounds even more. 

As we struggle in the weeks ahead to put God first, to remove from our lives the obstacles to our union with 

God, God gives us graces to help us in our struggle. We are never alone on the journey when we strive to come 

closer to God – God is always waiting to give us any help we need, if only we remember to turn to him. Let us 

face the Lent ahead with the courage and strength of Jesus. 
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LITURGICAL MINISTRIES – ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 

Date and Time Greeters/Gifts Bearers Proclaimer 1 Proclaimer 2 EMHC - Hosts EMHC – C1 EMHC - C2 

Feb. 29, 2020 at 07.00 PM Lavern & Loretta Leer Karen Carmichael Dorraine Lonsdale Ernie Murias Dorraine Lonsdale Laurier Nobert 

Mar. 01, 2020 at 09.00 AM Bill Fletcher Benedict Kirtzinger Becky Marland Gary Donald Dave Parfitt Bonnie Leaf 

Mar. 07, 2020 at 07.00 PM Laverne Froese Dorraine Lonsdale Orville Kittelson Ernie Murias Leo Pelletier Karen Carmichael 

Mar. 08, 2020 at 09.00 AM Carla Marks Joanna Mazza Dom Couve Barry Kirtzinger Jo-Anne Como Doreen Couture 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES – EVERGREEN 

Date and Time Proclaimer 1 Proclaimer 2 Gifts Bearers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion - Chalices 

Mar. 01, 2020 at 11.00 AM Neal Persson Matthew Andersen Tim Hovens Family Denis and Brenda Nugent 

Mar. 08, 2020 at 11.00 AM Roy Hoven Barron Reichert Mike Szymanek family Hal Phillips  amd Juanita Szymanek 
 

33 DAYS TO MORNING GLORY EVERGREEN Mar. 01, 2020 ● 10.00 AM 

 

Join us for a 6 week small group retreat in preparation for Marian Consecration. This retreat is based on the popular book by Fr. Michael 
Gaitley, MIC, “33 Days To Morning Glory”. Gain new insights into Marian Consecration, learn how saints and blessed lived it out, and how 
you can live it out as well. Meetings - 10.00 AM on Sundays  Feb. 09 - Feb. 16 - Feb. 23 - Mar. 01 - Mar. 08 - Mar. 15, 

2020  60 minutes sessions  Jesuit Martyrs Church - Evergreen. Website: http://33daystomorningglory.com/  
 

 

BIBLE STUDY - SUNDAYS PROPHETS 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY - MONDAYS MATTHEW 

Contact Lisa 
 

403-846-7137 

Mar. 01, 2020 * After 09.00 AM Mass Contact Mara 
 

403-845-0940 

Mar. 02, 2020 * 07.00 PM 

 Mar. 09, 2020 * 07.00 PM 
 

 

“NO GREATER LOVE” - A Biblical Walk through Christ’s Passion 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sunday Bible Study Group ◆ March 08 – April 05, 2020 ➔ Sundays after Mass ◆ 5 sessions ● Optional workbooks - $35 

30 min. video from Holy Land ● 45 min. discussion ● For more information:  Contact Lisa Sembaliuk 403-846-7137 (phone/text) 

Five-part study filmed in the Holy Land that reveals Christ’s amazing love for us through the last hours of Christ’s life in this biblical pilgrimage. We will walk step-
by-step with Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to the Mount of Calvary. Every step of the way, biblical experts reveal how Old Testament prophecies, 
messianic expectations, biblical symbolism, and historical context shed light on mystery of Christ’s suffering and death. With these insights, we can come to a 
deeper understand and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and unconditional love-drawing closer to Jesus than ever have before. 

 

     

CONFESSION TIMES ➔  Rocky Mountain House (09.00 AM – 10.00 AM ● 12.00 PM – 01.00 PM ● 05.00 PM – 06.15 PM ● 07.30 PM – 08.30 PM) 

 Evergreen                           (03.00 PM – 04.00 PM)                                                     Caroline (01.30 PM – 02.30 PM) 
 

 

HOLY HOUR ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - ST. MATTHEW 
  

 

Tuesday – March 03, 2020    07.00 PM – 08.00 PM   ●   Mass at 06.30 PM 

Take a moment during your busy days to remove yourself once a month from that business of life and come and spend some quality time with Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. Prayer and meditation before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament are great ways to spend some special time with Jesus. You 

can ask Him for graces for yourself or for loved ones, reflect on His Word, or just keep Him company silently! Offer your precious time to Him – come 

for Adoration. Will you spend an hour with Jesus? Will you come? 
 

 

ABIDING TOGETHER - LENTEN LUNCH March 05, 2020 ● 12.00 PM - 12.45 PM 

        

 

Abiding Together is a weekly podcast. They are featuring the book, “The Return of the Prodigal Son” during Lent. How our lunch group 
works... follow the reading schedule attached to read or refresh your memory of the book. Listen to the Abiding Together Podcast posted 
each Monday and then meet with us on Thursdays at lunch to discuss! Copies of the book available in the parish library!  
● Bring your own bag lunch. Meetings in St. Matthew Parish foyer on Thursdays: Feb. 27 - Apr. 02, from 12.00 PM to 12.45 PM to 
accommodate working folks! For more info contact: Lisa 403-846-7137 or Mara 403-845-0940. 
 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP   RMH Thursday - Mar. 05, 2020 ● 7.00 PM - 9.00 PM 

We have a youth ministry program for grades 6-8, facilitated in part by High School Students, every 
Thursday evening from 7.00 PM to 9.00 PM at the Church. The winter season runs every Thursday from 
Feb. 06, 2020 through April 20, 2020. For more information contact Peter van Kampen at 403-848-0955. 
 

 

ST. MATTHEW PARISH ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

 

Friday – March 06, 2020      09.30 AM - 12.00 PM  (Private Silent Adoration)      Mass at 09.00 AM 
 

 

http://33daystomorningglory.com/
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING SEASON OF LENT 

 
The Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic devotion that commemorates Jesus Christ's last day on 

Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus on specific events of His last day, beginning with 

His condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a mini pilgrimage as the individual moves from 

station to station. At each station, the individual recalls and meditates on a specific event from Christ's 

last day. Specific prayers are recited, then individual moves to the next station until all 14 are completed. 
 

The Stations of the Cross are commonly found in churches as a series of 14 small icons or images. They 

can also appear in church yards arranged along paths. The stations are most commonly prayed during 

Lent, and especially on Good Friday, the day of the year upon which the events actually occurred. 

This week’s Stations: 
 

 Mar. 05, 2020 at 11.00 AM 
In Evergreen (Mass at 10.30 AM) 
 

 Mar. 06, 2020 at 06.00 PM 
In Rocky (Soup & Buns after) 
 

 Mar. 08, 2020 at 12.30 PM 
In Caroline (Mass at 01.00 PM) 

 

Stations of the Cross - Schedule 2020 

Date Group Program 

February 28, 2020 Music ministry Brown booklet 

March 06, 2020 St. Matthew School  

March 13, 2020 Catholic Women’s League Mary’s Way 

March 20, 2020 Social Hospitality  

March 27, 2020 St. Dominic School Young Christians 

April 03, 2020 Knights of Columbus  
 

 

 
 

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM ◆ RMH Next session - Sunday, March 08, 2020   1.30 PM - 3.30 PM 
 

WORLD DAY OF 

PRAYER 

Mar. 08, 2020 

04.00 PM 

 

Location – St. Matthew Catholic Church  
(5208 53 Avenue, Rocky Mountain House) 

 

Doors open at 3.30 PM 
 

World Day of Prayer 2020 - Zimbabwe 

”Rise, take your mat and walk” 
 

Please join us for the World Day of Prayer Ecumenical Service, a 
prayer movement that invites us to enrich our faith and life with the 
experience of Christians from other countries and cultures and to 
bring hope to women touched by injustice. Service written by the 
World Day of Prayer Committee of Zimbabwe coordinated by the 
Women's inter-Church Council of Canada. More info: www.wicc.org. 
Let us join together in faith to pray for those in need and give praise 
for the blessings received. Tea - Coffee - Cornbread - Fellowship to follow 

 

RETROUVAILLE - HELP FOR STRUGGLING MARRIAGES 

 

March 13-15, 2020 
If your marriage is in crisis, you are not alone. Please contact Edmonton Retrouvaille at 

www.helpourmarriage.ca, phone 587-598-4357, or email info@helpourmarriage.ca. The 

next Edmonton Retrouvaille Program will be offered on the weekend of March 13-15, 2020. 
 

http://www.wicc.org/
http://www.helpourmarriage.ca/
mailto:info@helpourmarriage.ca
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NEXT BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 
 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 - 07.00 PM 
 

 
Rocky Mountain House - St. Matthew ● Please, register before Mar. 18, 2020. * Call/Text office 403-845-3457 or email, if you plan to attend. 

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE PLEASE, PRAY! Feb. 26 - Apr. 05, 2020 

   

Everyone throughout Edmonton and area is invited to take part in the international 40 Days for Life Campaign from February 26 to April 05, 
2020, for 40 days of peaceful prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. Please consider praying outside of the Women’s Health Options Clinic 
(formerly the Morgentaler Clinic) during the 40 days between 7.00 AM and 7.00 PM. For more information, contact Lori of Edmonton Pro-Life at 
780-425-1637 or email at 40days@edmontonprolife.org. For more information visit us online at www.40daysforlife.com/edmonton. 
 

 

WILL YOU SERVE JESUS IN YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS? 

   

You will notice a bright sign in the church foyer. We are going to attempt to form four service groups of parishioners 

approx. 15 in number, that will work together to provide our beloved beautiful breakfasts and funeral lunches to 

honor our faith family that has departed this world with hope of eternal life with God. Both of these services would 

retain their present leaders so the work group would plainly be helpful hands to choose either prep (which generally 

takes place the day or evening before), serving or clean up. All of these tasks take 1-2 maximum hrs with 4-5 helpers. 

Having four groups would ensure that each group would only have to help twice a year for beautiful breakfasts and 

we would rotate taking on funerals in turn. The truth of the matter is that we will all require this final farewell 

gathering. We see this as a way to get to know other parish members as we work side by side to serve together to 

ensure we are able to continue to gather as a community. Many small jobs will be available so confidently sign up 

with joy to participate and we will ensure that everyone’s talents and time constraints can be accommodated. 

Please see the poster in the foyer. Sign up as singles, couples or families. We will be available for questions as well. 
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

    

The CWL has circulated prayer shawls in the past and after several weeks of infusing prayer through and over these 

shawls they are given to someone who is carrying a heavy burden to ensure they know God’s presence and the 

support of a loving community. We are opening this tradition up to the whole parish to share as a parish family this 

service of prayer and hopefully have a greater knowledge of who would be in need of such a gift as a prayer shawl. 

The shawls will be by the library shelf and you sign them out and back in on return just as we do for the lending of 

the books. We welcome all to participate. 
 

mailto:40days@edmontonprolife.org
http://www.40daysforlife.com/edmonton
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LIFE LINES Life Issues  ●  Bulletin #7  ●  LENT 2020 

Euthanasia?... Should I?   The Word of God, the Holy Father, and Our Bishops Speak. 

Pope Took Her in His Arms 
Consuelo Cordoba was determined to die. Her face was disfigured after a vicious 
attack; she had undergone surgery a hundred times. Yet for over 16 years she 
had great courage and helped other victims of violence. Then a brain ailment led 
her to choose to die “to put an end to suffering.” Euthanasia was scheduled for 
Sep. 29, 2017. Nevertheless, she wanted to receive the Pope’s blessing first to 
“be able to rest in peace.” She was able to contact Pope Francis during his visit 
to Colombia. “And then he saw me and made a sign to me, like this,” she 
said, her left arm reaching forward. “I said to myself: ‘Thank you God, because 
he is coming for me.’” The Pope took her in his arms and blessed her, putting his 
right hand on her head and convinced her to continue to live. “There won’t be 
euthanasia,” affirmed Consuelo in front of the television cameras. It was 
difficult for her to speak, her head covered with a mask, her left eye bandaged. 
But her right eye was beaming bright with new hope and determination to live for 
God, until he called her home in a natural death. 
 

 

 

Word of God: Wisdom Speaks 

Whoever finds me finds life, and wins favor from the Lord. But whoever fails to find me harms himself. All 
who hate me seek death. Proverbs 8: 35-6 

Our Bishops’ Message 

“Euthanasia and assisted suicide stand in stark opposition to the Christian way of living and our belief in the 

sanctity of life.” ● It is “not for us to determine when our lives will end, nor to bring about our own death or ask 

others to end our lives for us.” The bishops remind us that we must live in Christ, united with his suffering, 
dying as he did,  surrendering our will to God, embracing God’s will, just as we pray “Thy will be done”. We 
can then face the end of our earthly journey and the judgment that awaits us “with faith, serenity, and 
courage.”  Pastoral Letter of Alberta Bishops, Jan. 2020 ● “Remaining True to Christ, Now and at the Hour of Our Death” 

 

     
 

Would you be able to pray for one hour outside the abortion clinic this campaign? 

Wednesday - Feb. 26 to Sunday - April 5 ● 7am to 7pm daily 

(Prayer Vigil is 50 m from the abortion facility: 12409 - 109 A Ave., Edmonton) 

See you there! 

Contact us at 780-425-1637    info@edmontonprolife.org    40daysforlife.com/Edmonton 
 

40 Days for Life is a pro-life prayer campaign that has three components - prayer and fasting, 

prayer vigil, and community outreach. 

 
 

 
 

The most visible component is the prayer vigil. As we stand praying outside the abortion facility, holding 

our signs, it sends a powerful message to the community. It may just be the 'sign' someone needs to make 

a decision for life for their unborn child. 
 

We hope to have every vigil hour covered - to have someone praying outside the abortion clinic every single vigil hour 

throughout the 40 days. Signs are available at St. Andrew's Church (12720 -111 Ave., Edmonton) in the foyer, under the 

literature table by the entrance. ● We will also have pro-life brochures, access zone maps, statements of peace, and hand & 

foot warmers. We recommend that you go out in groups of two or more. Participants are to conduct themselves according to 

the 40 Days for Life directives. ● If you don't have someone to go out with, let us know, and we will make sure that someone 

is out there when you are. You can easily sign up for vigil hours at: www.40daysforlife.com/Edmonton  
 

 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/Edmonton
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FR. CLAIR WATRIN ● ALICE MURRAY “REJOICE ALWAYS: 52 LESSONS ON JOY” 
 

 

 

Reflections and stories that will inspire, challenge, and entertain while confirming you are completely loved by God that created you! Is there 
more than one way to eat an orange? Can a flat tire be a blessing? In your deepest pain, is there hope? Father Clair Watrin was born in 
northern Alberta at the beginning of the Great Depression. Through his life he has suffered trials and failures, but has experienced an amazing 
truth…God is definitely with us! He is with us everyday in the present moment, in the smallest things and in his beautiful creation. And where 
God is, there is joy. In Rejoice Always Father Clair shares personal stories and observations that are life-changing lessons for us all. The 52 
meditations in Rejoice Always can be consumed slowly and savored like good chocolate; one week at a time, or gobbled in a binge (like 
good chocolate!). You might in fact do both. However you consume them, be ready for more joy in the everyday moments you live.  
To order on Amazon, please go to: amazon.ca/dp/165683488X . Cost - $20.00 + GST 
 

 

We have certain amount of this book in our parish office ● Tel/Text: 403-845-3457 ● Email: office@smprmh.ca  
 

 

 

LENTEN CALENDARS 2020 

Three different Lenten calendars are available at the back of each church. Use calendar for adults to delve deeper into the Word using short, daily reflections 
and travel a spiritual pathway to the dawn of Easter. Calendars for teens provide brief, spiritual reflections for each day in Lent helping them navigate through 
the twists and turns of the Lenten season. Colourfully illustrated calendars for children aged 5 -12 are filled with prayers and thought-starter activities. 

 

BOOKLETS - “OUR DAILY BREAD” These booklets are free. 

    
“Our Daily Bread” booklets for March, April and May are available at the back of each church. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REPRESENT 

OUR PARISHES AT CHRISM MASS  

MONDAY - APRIL 06, 2020 - 7.00 PM 

ST. JOSEPH BASILICA - EDMONTON 
 

We need 6 people (ideally 2 from each parish) who will agree to attend Chrism Mass on Monday, April 06, 2020 at 7.00 PM 
in St. Joseph’s Basilica in Edmonton. They will receive special passes to be seated prior to the beginning of the Mass. Upon 
the presentation of these passes to the hospitality ministers, representatives will be directed to the reserved pews located 
in the main nave. There will be no recessional hymn at the end of Mass. Priests and parish representatives will be invited to 
remain in their places and to be seated. At this time, in the main nave of the Basilica, the oils will be presented by the 
Archbishop to the parish representatives, accompanied by their pastors. If you would like to be representative of St. 
Matthew Parish in Rocky Mountain House and Missions in Evergreen and Caroline, please contact office at 403-845-3457. 
The first 6 people who will volunteer to be our representatives will be chosen. Thank you for your help and cooperation! 
 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES  
 

 Apr. 09, 2020 

 

 

 

 Holy Thursday 

 

 

 

 05.00 PM 

 06.00 PM - 07.00 PM 

 07.00 PM 

 08.00 PM - 11.00 PM 

 Evergreen 

 Evergreen 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Mass of the Last Supper 

 Adoration 

 Mass of the Last Supper 

 Adoration 

 Apr. 10, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 Good Friday 

 

 

 

 

 03.00 PM 

 03.00 PM 

 05.00 PM 

 07.00 PM 

 07.00 PM 

 Evergreen 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Caroline 

 Evergreen 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Service of Lord’s Passion 

 Service of Lord’s Passion 

 Service of Lord’s Passion 

 Way of the Cross 

 Way of the Cross 

 Apr. 11, 2020 

 

 Holy Saturday 

 

 11.00 AM 

 09.00 PM 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Blessing of Food Baskets  

 Easter Vigil Service 

 Apr. 12, 2020 

 

 

 Easter Sunday 

 

 

 09.00 AM 

 11.00 AM 

 01.00 PM 

 Rocky Mountain House 

 Evergreen 

 Caroline 

 Mass of the Resurrection 

 Mass of the Resurrection  

 Mass of the Resurrection 
 

FR. LEON KLER LENTEN SERMONS DURING SUNDAY MASSES 
 

 

In the Season of Lent this year Fr. Leon will present longer sermons (25-30 minutes) 

instead of usual homilies. The reason is that we do not offer the parish Lenten Retreat, 

so his sermons will attempt to provide our parishioners with opportunity for spiritual 

renewal and deepening the relationship with God, with others and with the world. 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/dp/165683488X
mailto:office@smprmh.ca
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MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2020 
 

“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to prepare to celebrate with 
renewed hearts the great mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone 
of our personal and communal Christian life. We must continually return to this mystery 
in mind and heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure that we are open 
to its spiritual power and respond with freedom and generosity. 
1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion 
Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting, the Good News of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. This kerygma sums up the mystery of a love “so real, so true, so 
concrete, that it invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful dialogue” (Christus Vivit, 117). Whoever believes this message rejects 
the lie that our life is ours to do with as we will. Rather, life is born of the love of God our Father, from his desire to grant us life in abundance 
(cf. Jn 10:10). If we listen instead to the tempting voice of the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), we risk sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and 
experiencing hell here on earth, as all too many tragic events in the personal and collective human experience sadly bear witness. 
In this Lent of 2020, I would like to share with every Christian what I wrote to young people in the Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit: “Keep 
your eyes fixed on the outstretched arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over and over again. And when you go to confess your 
sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you of your guilt. Contemplate his blood poured out with such great love, and let yourself be 
cleansed by it. In this way, you can be reborn ever anew” (No. 123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit it is ever present, enabling us to see and touch with faith the flesh of Christ in those who suffer. 
2. The urgency of conversion 
It is good to contemplate more deeply the paschal mystery through which God’s mercy has been bestowed upon us. Indeed, the experience 
of mercy is only possible in a “face to face” relationship with the crucified and risen Lord “who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20), 
in a heartfelt dialogue between friends. That is why prayer is so important in Lent. Even more than a duty, prayer is an expression of our 
need to respond to God’s love which always precedes and sustains us. Christians pray in the knowledge that, although unworthy, we are still 
loved. Prayer can take any number of different forms, but what truly matters in God’s eyes is that it penetrates deep within us and chips away 
at our hardness of heart, in order to convert us ever more fully to God and to his will. In this favourable season, then, may we allow ourselves 
to be led like Israel into the desert (cf. Hos 2:14), so that we can at last hear our Spouse’s voice and allow it to resound ever more deeply 
within us. The more fully we are engaged with his word, the more we will experience the mercy he freely gives us. May we not let this time 
of grace pass in vain, in the foolish illusion that we can control the times and means of our conversion to him. 
3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with his children 
The fact that the Lord once again offers us a favourable time for our conversion should never be taken for granted. This new opportunity 
ought to awaken in us a sense of gratitude and stir us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic presence of evil in our lives, and in the 
life of the Church and the world, this opportunity to change our course expresses God’s unwavering will not to interrupt his dialogue of 
salvation with us. In the crucified Jesus, who knew no sin, yet for our sake was made to be sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), this saving will led the Father 
to burden his Son with the weight of our sins, thus, in the expression of Pope Benedict XVI, “turning of God against himself” (Deus Caritas 
Est, 12). For God also loves his enemies (cf. Mt 5:43-48). 
The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each of us through the paschal mystery of his Son has nothing to do with empty chatter, like 
that attributed to the ancient inhabitants of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new” (Acts 17:21). 
Such chatter, determined by an empty and superficial curiosity, characterizes worldliness in every age; in our own day, it can also result in 
improper use of the media. 
4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself 
Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means feeling compassion towards the wounds of the crucified Christ present in the 
many innocent victims of wars, in attacks on life, from that of the unborn to that of the elderly, and various forms of violence. They are likewise 
present in environmental disasters, the unequal distribution of the earth’s goods, human trafficking in all its forms, and the unbridled thirst for 
profit, which is a form of idolatry. 
Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women of good will to share, by almsgiving, their goods with those most in need, as a means 
of personally participating in the building of a better world. Charitable giving makes us more human, whereas hoarding risks making us less 
human, imprisoned by our own selfishness. We can and must go even further, and consider the structural aspects of our economic life. For 
this reason, in the midst of Lent this year, from 26 to 28 March, I have convened a meeting in Assisi with young economists, entrepreneurs 
and change-makers, with the aim of shaping a more just and inclusive economy. As the Church’s magisterium has often repeated, political 
life represents an eminent form of charity (cf. Pius XI, Address to the Italian Federation of Catholic University Students, 18 December 1927). 
The same holds true for economic life, which can be approached in the same evangelical spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes. 
I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be reconciled to himself, to fix our gaze on 
the paschal mystery, and to be converted to an open and sincere dialogue with him. In this way, we will become what Christ asks his disciples 
to be: the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14).                                                                                               POPE FRANCIS 
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PASTOR - FR. LEON KLER 
 

 

Deacon (Retired) – Bernie Ouellette 

Secretary – Vivian Duhamel 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
 

5208-53 Ave (Box 130)    Rocky Mountain House, AB * T4T 1A1 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Friday 12.00 PM (Noon) - 04.00 PM 
  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Direct voice/fax/text line to office 403.845.3457 
Direct voice/fax/text line to pastor 587.355.3947 
Direct email address to office office@smprmh.ca    
Direct email address to pastor 
 

pastor@smprmh.ca 
   

 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

Altar Servers                    Deacon Bernie Ouellette 403.846.0453 
Baptism Preparation Class Steve/Donna Oscar 403.895.0373 
Bible Study Mondays 
 

Mara Gagne 
 

403.845.0940 
 

Bible Study Sundays Lisa Sembaliuk 403.846.7137 
Called to Protect Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Children’s Liturgy Mona Cruickshank 403.846.1027 
CWL Joyce Donald 403.895.4156 
First Communion Class     Catherine van Kampen 403.845.2923 
Knights of Columbus Gary Donald 403.845.5269 
Maintenance Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Ministry to the Sick Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Music Ministry Quintal Doreen 403.846.8733 
Parish Finance Council Randall Sugden 403.844.8478 
Parish Pastoral Council Lauren MacKenzie 403.845.2836 
Prayer Chain Alice Murray 403.722.4056 
Youth Group Peter van Kampen 403.848.0955 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House 
Sunday 09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House 
Sunday 11.00 AM Evergreen 
Sunday 
 

01.00 PM 
 

Caroline 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday No Mass 
Tuesday 06.30 PM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
Wednesday 09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
Thursday 
 

09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
10.30 AM - Jesuit Martyrs, Evergreen 

Friday 09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
 

MONTHLY MASSES 

First Wednesday 08.00 AM - St. Matthew School, RMH 
First Wednesday 11.00 AM - Eckville Manor, Eckville 
First Friday 11.00 AM - Clearwater Centre, RMH 
Second Wednesday 08.00 AM - St. Dominic School, RMH 
Second Wednesday 11.00 AM - Westview Lodge, RMH 
Second Friday 11.00 AM - Ravines at Park Ave., RMH 
 

 

 

REQUESTS FOR USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES MUST BE 

APPROVED BY PASTOR AND BOOKED THROUGH OFFICE. 
 

 

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 
 

Contact office if you want your child to be baptized in our parish. 
Preparation Class is mandatory. For more info, call office. 
 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Rocky Mountain House - Every Saturday from 6.15 PM to 6.45 PM 
Evergreen/Caroline - after Sun. Masses  Anytime by appointment 

 

MARRIAGE 
 

Contact office if you want to celebrate Sacrament of Marriage in our 
parish. Preparation is mandatory. For more info, call office. 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

Every Friday in St. Matthew Church - Rocky Mountain House 
9.00 AM MASS  9.30 AM - 12.00 PM ADORATION 

Every First Tuesday of the month in St. Matthew Church - RMH 
6.30 PM MASS  7.00 PM - 8.00 PM HOLY HOUR ADORATION 

 
 

PARISH WEBSITE ➔ WWW.SMPRMH.CA 
 

 

 

 

Saturday February 29, 2020 – 1st Sunday in Lent 
07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
Sunday  March 01, 2020 – 1st Sunday in Lent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: For the intentions of Pearl Krzyworuczka 
11.00 AM Evergreen – Jesuit Martyrs Church 
Intention: For all members of our parish communities 
01.00 PM Caroline – St. Joseph the Workman Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
 

 
 

Monday  March 02, 2020 – Weekday in Season of Lent 
No Mass 

Tuesday March 03, 2020 – Weekday in Season of Lent 
06.30 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: For a special intention 

07.00 PM – 08.00 PM ➔ HOLY HOUR ADORATION  ➔➔ St. Matthew Church, RMH 

Wednesday March 04, 2020 – Weekday in Season of Lent 
08.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew School Chapel 
Intention: For staff and students of St. Matthew School 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
11.00 AM Eckville – Eckville Manor 
Intention: For the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
Thursday March 05, 2020 – Weekday in Season of Lent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
10.30 AM Evergreen – Jesuit Martyrs Church 
Intention: For all prayer board intentions 
Friday  March 06, 2020 – Weekday in Season of Lent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 

09.30 AM – 12.00 PM ➔ ADORATION  ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔   St. Matthew Church, RMH 

11.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – Clearwater Centre 
Intention: For all the souls in purgatory 
 

 
 

Saturday March 07, 2020 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: Healing for Sophia Smithson 
Sunday  March 08, 2020 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Bill Long 
11.00 AM Evergreen – Jesuit Martyrs Church 
Intention: For all members of our parish communities 
01.00 PM Caroline – St. Joseph the Workman Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
 

FEB. 23, 2020 THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 
 

 SUNDAY REG. COLLECTION: 
 CHILDREN’S COLLECTION: 
 MAINTENANCE FUND: 
 TOGETHER WE SERVE: 

 RMH - $1,908.70 * Evergreen - $847.30 * Caroline - $95.00 
 RMH - $27.30 * Evergreen - $07.25 * Caroline - $00.00 
 RMH - $100.00 * Evergreen - $00.00 * Caroline - $00.00 
 RMH - $15.00 * Evergreen - $00.00 * Caroline - $00.00 
 

 

 

TAX RECEIPTS FOR 2019 MAILED! 
 

LAST WEEK WE MAILED ALL THE REMAINING RECEIPTS. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 
 

March 08, 2020 - Daylight Saving Time Starts 

 

 

When local standard time is about to reach Sunday, March 08, 2020, 2:00:00 am 
clocks are turned forward 1 hour  
to Sunday, March 08, 2020, 3:00:00 am local daylight time instead. 
 

 

mailto:office@smprmh.ca
mailto:pastor@smprmh.ca
http://www.smprmh.ca/

